
Steps to Starting a Business in Virginia

1. Select	Name	for	New	
Business

2.	Business	En7ty	Filing:	
Corpora7on,	LLC,	PartnershipYES

3.	Get	an	Employer	Iden7fica7on	
Number	(EIN)	from	the	IRS	

www.irs.gov	

4.	Do	you	have	employees?YES NO

State	Corpora7on	
Commission	Regula7on	
www.scc.virginia.gov

Sole	Proprietorship	
File	DBA	name	with	SCC	
www.scc.virginia.gov	

5.	Register	with	Virginia	
Department	of	Taxa7on	
www.tax.virginia.gov

Register	with	Virginia	
Employment	Commission	

www.vec.virginia.gov

6.	Virginia	Licenses	for	regulated	
industries

7.	Local	License	and	Permit	
Requirements	

www.sbsd.virginia.gov/business-
development-and-outreach/lgc/

NO

Based	on	your	business	
industry,	profession	or	
occupa7on,	you	may	be	
required	to	have	the	

appropriate	licensure	from	
a	regulatory	agency,	
authority	or	board.

TIP:		when	selec9ng	your	business	name,		
make	sure	the	domain	name	is	available		
for	the	business	name	you	selected	to		
create	the	business	website.	

TIP:		recommend	sole	proprietors	get		
an	EIN	from	the	IRS	instead	of	using		
your	SSN	for	the	business.	

NOTE:		Most	local	governments	will	require		
a	business	license	where	your	business	is	
physically	located.		Some	will	also	require	a	
permit.		Check	with	your	local	government.

NOTE:		Check	if	you	need	to	collect	
and	remit	sales	&	Use	tax,	meal	tax,	
and	any	other	tax	requirements	for	
your	business	industry.	

Register	with	Virginia	
Worker’s	Compensa7on	

Commission		
www.workcomp.virginia.gov
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